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THE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Guidance Note


Introduction

The Faculty Jurisdiction Rules 2000 define a Statement of Significance as “a document which summarises the historical development of the church and identifies the important features that make major contributions to the character of the church.”

Such a Statement will be required for faculty applications whenever changes are proposed that will affect the character and appearance of the church.

The Statement should be more than just an historical description, important as that is, and should reflect the social importance of associations that the church and churchyard have and their significance in mission to the local area as well as any wildlife interest.  Every church should have a Statement of this kind, the preparation being an opportunity for PCCs to gain a deeper understanding of their church and what is special about it.  Once prepared, the Statement can form the basis of any faculty application, with minor up-dating as new work is undertaken or new research comes to light.
The Statement should be factual, informative, clear and concise.  It will be read be people who may not have had the opportunity to visit the church and need to base their advice on the information provided.

The PCC should approve and adopt the Statement before it is submitted with a faculty application and a copy kept with the church logbook.

Format

The Statement should be in text rather than tabular form and should include a ground plan of the church itself and a map of the local area, showing its location.  Photographs, such as the interior and exterior, are always helpful.  The level of detail on the building itself should be appropriate to the importance of the building.  Basic information, such as parish, dedication, grid reference, listing, conservation area etc can form an introductory cover sheet.
The Statement of Significance should consist of two parts:
Part 1: The church in its environment

The following suggestions can be used as headings to consider, if relevant

1.1 Setting of the Church

How does the setting of the church contribute to its landscape/townscape value and its significance in the local community?

1.2 The living churchyard

What is the significance of the natural heritage of the site?

1.3 Social history

What is the historic and present use of the church and churchyard by the congregation and wider community? How does this contribute to its significance?

1.4 The Church Building
Provide a general description of the church befor3e assessing the significance of individual phases or parts of the church e.g. Norman tower, Chancel windows.  This should be followed by a description of the contents of the church, noting any designers, architects, craftworkers of note associated with particular aspects of the fittings e.g. pews, windows, sculptures/memorials.

1.5 Significance for Mission
What are the strengths of the building as it is for worship and mission?  What potential for adapted and new uses does the church and its setting already have with little or no change?

1.6 Sources consulted

List the sources consulted, which might include

· “Buildings of England” series by N. Pevsner

· County Records Office (for parishes in Northamptonshire and the Soke of Peterborough: Northants Record Office, Wootton Park, Northampton NN4 9BQ tel. 01604 762129; www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/recordoffice For parishes in Rutland: Leics Record Office, Long Street, Wigston Magna, Leicester LE18 2AH tel 01162 571080; www.leics.gov.uk/record_office.htm 

· Historic Environment Record (HER), maintained by the local authority

· The Victoria County History (VCH)

Part II: The significance of the area affected by the proposal

This part of the Statement will need to be prepared for each particular faculty application

This section is not a justification of the proposed changes, which belongs in the Statement of Need.  Instead, this should focus on the particular part of the church and/or its churchyard affected by the proposal, its significance and the potential impact of the proposed works.

· Firstly, identify the parts of the church and/or churchyard which will be directly or indirectly affected by the proposal. This may require more detail than that already given in Part I.
· Secondly, set out the significance of these particular parts, using the customary terminology of low, moderate and high
· Thirdly, describe and assess the impact of the proposals on these parts and on the whole.  Characterise impact as low, moderate or high.
· Finally, explain how it is intended, where possible, to mitigate the impact of the proposed works on the significance of the parts affected and the whole.  Consider how reversible the changes will be.
