Peterborough DAC

General advice on funding works to church buildings

Guidance note

DAC Policy

The DAC is constantly impressed and amazed by the amount of work with PCCs manage to do in order to maintain our places of worship in safe, sound and good condition.  All of this work requires massive amounts of energy and effort and the DAC applauds PCCs’ imaginative efforts to raise funds within their communities.

Constant maintenance, such as clearing of gutters, removal of vegetation and general “housekeeping” make a big difference to the condition of the church building but sometimes major works, or a series of medium-sized jobs following a Quinquennial Inspection, mean that more is required.

The DAC cannot help PCCs to raise funds but collects information to help parishes find ways of raising money locally and approach other bodies that offer grants or loans.

Inevitably, especially with smaller charities, contact details change over time so the information held by the DAC will not always be up to date.  If you discover a contact has changed, please let the DAC office know the new information.  Equally, if you discover a new source of funding, please send in the details so the DAC can share them with others.

The following information is not exhaustive, but the DAC hopes it will be a starting point!  

Sources of information

1. The Directory of Grant Making Trust (CAF)  

This should be available as a book in most public libraries – it is also available on a CD Rom and your library may also have this in stock.

2. Funds for Historic Buildings

This is a directory of sources compiled by the Architectural Heritage Fund.  It is found on www.ffhb.org.uk 

3. The Council for the Care of Churches and Ecclesiastical Insurance

This website has a whole section on fundraising and general information about caring for your church building.  www.churchcare.co.uk
4. The Council for the Care of Churches booklet

Fundraising for your Church Building 2003/4  should be available from Church House Bookshop, tel. 020 7898 1300 or www.chpublishing.co.uk 
5. The UK Church Fundraising Handbook
Written by Maggie Durran, published SCM Canterbury Press ISBN 1853115160 £17.99  from Church House Bookshop, details above.
Sources of funding

All the above sources will offer a range of bodies, large and small, that may be able and willing to help the PCC.  The biggest national sources of funding for churches in this Diocese are:

The Council for the Care of Churches
This administers a range of funds through its specialist committees and also has a limited amount available to help parishes pay for preliminary reports from conservators to help assess what work might be required.

Contact:  The CCC Conservation Officer, Mr Andrew Argyrakis 020 7898 1885  andrew.argyrakis@c-of-e.org.uk or through the Churchcare website, as above.

English Heritage and Heritage Lottery Fund

The Joint Grant Scheme offers grants for repairs and improvements.  

Details and application forms can be down-loaded from www.english-heritage.org.uk
Or your regional office (44 Derngate, Northampton NN1 1UH 01604 735 400) for parishes in Northants, Rutland and Lincolnshire (Brooklands, 24 Brooklands Avenue, Cambridge CB2 2BU 01223 582 700) for parishes in Cambridgeshire and the Soke.

The Historic Churches Preservation Trusts and the County Trusts (you can apply to both the national and local Trusts)

www.historicchurches,org.uk
31 Newbury Street, London EC1A 7HU, 020 7600 6090

Cambridgeshire:  

Mr N Cleaver, 18 High Street, Histon CB4 9JD       01223 232 897

Lincolnshire:

Mr R Underwoood, PO Box 195 Lincoln, Lincs LN5 9XU

Northants:  

Mr J A White, 7 Spencer Parade, Northampton NN1 5AB        01604 233 233

Rutland: 

Mrs L I Worrall, 6 Redland Close, Barrowden, Oakham LE15 8ES  01572 747 302

Various Lottery funds may be available for community projects.  The New Big Lottery scheme could fund church building improvements 
On 11 July 2006 the Big Lottery Fund launched its Community Buildings Programme which will make £50 million available over three years to improve, replace or introduce a building into a community that provides services and activities to meet the needs of a range of people.

Applications to the Community Buildings programme will be assessed in two stages and applicants wanting to apply for a grant, must submit their first stage application form by 30 April 2007. Guidance notes and application forms are available at: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk
Loans

· The Diocesan Loan Scheme

· The Church Major Repair Fund.

Details of both from Graham Cuthbert, Deputy Diocesan Secretary, at the Diocesan Office, The Palace, Peterborough PE1 1YB  01733 887 016
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