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DAC members 2009
The DAC is appointed by the Bishop’s Council under the requirements of the Care of Churches and Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction Measure 1991.  The Archdeacons are ex-officio members and the legislation demands that some members are appointed after consultation with English Heritage, the Local Authorities and the National Amenity Societies (bodies with statutory standing that speak on particular architectural periods e.g. Victorian, Georgian, or specialist interests such as monuments or ancient buildings).  The Bishop’s Council asks other people with specific expertise and/or practical parish experience to sit on the Committee so that there is a balance of skills, background and insight.
The DAC Chairman, appointed in June 2005, is Roy Atkinson.  Roy has a background in education and local government, having been Director of Education for Northamptonshire for 12 years.  He is now working part time as a consultant.  Roy was a member of the Schools Committee of the General Synod for 5 years .  His experience as a member of a PCC goes back to before he came to Northamptonshire when he lived in the Lichfield Diocese. 

The well-meaning but disastrous pointing of part of an external wall of the 11th century village church by a church warden remains as a warning in his visual memory of the importance of approaching the care of churches with the same sensitivity as surgery on the human body.  He hopes to lead the business of the DAC in a manner that ensures that sound and helpful advice is forthcoming but also mindful that fatigue is the enemy of good judgement!

Roger Bellamy  After a career in teaching, Roger was ordained in 1981 and served in the Diocese of Sheffield until his appointment to King’s Sutton in 2001.  He has a life-long interest in church buildings and a particular interest in the way spirituality and architecture relate.  He published a book, Spirit in Stone, in 2001 and completed a Master’s degree in Spirituality in 2004.  Roger is currently researching ideas relating to re-ordering, liturgy and spirituality.

Whilst sensitive to the need to conserve significant furnishings and artefacts, Roger’s concern is very much with the living church and its Christian mission and the encouragement of new design.

Elizabeth Bryan is the Local Authorities’ nominee.  She joined the DAC in 2003 and worked as the Conservation Officer working for Rutland County Council from 1997 to 2006.  She started her career as an economic historian and spent twenty years lecturing on historic buildings before turning from an academic to a “hands on” career working for Leicestershire County Council.  She is a member of the Institute of Historic Building Conservation (IHBC) and has practical experience of building repair and design.  She believes in the need to get the balance right between respect for past generations and consideration for the future.

Grant Brockhouse has been Vicar of Higham Ferrers with Chelveston since 1998.  He is a graduate of both Adelaide and Exeter Universities and has been involved in cathedral, parish and sector ministries for many years.  His great interest is in pipe organs and he has a knowledge gained from playing many organs throughout the world.  This gives rise to his other interest, which is the development of the liturgy and how it relates to music within the church’s life.  His recent sabbatical allowed him to investigate the musical tradition of his home Diocese of Adelaide, South Australia.

Quinton Carroll was educated in Derby then read History in Cambridge. He is now Historic Environment Team Manager for Cambridgeshire County Council, over-seeing the operation of the curatorial archaeology service.  He has a special interest in Anglo-Saxon Christianity and has experience in field work projects on churches and churchyards.  He is also DCMS nominee on the Church Buildings Council and the Statutory Advisory Committee on Redundant Churches, both part of the Archbishop’s Council.  

Quinton has served a term as Treasurer of the Association of the Diocesan and Cathedral Archaeologists.  An earlier career as a bank manager was doubtless a help in managing the ADCA funds and for dealing with local authority budgeting!  He enjoys motorcycle touring and historical re-enactment, sometimes arriving for DAC meetings and site visits on his large bike.

Michael Clews was born in Hampshire and educated in Bristol.  He is the Principal of Acanthus Clews Architects with offices in Banbury.  He is approved under the Inspection of Churches Measure 1955 to undertake quinquennial inspections in the Dioceses of Birmingham, Coventry, Leicester, Oxford and St Albans as well as Peterborough and is the Cathedral Architect for Llandaff and Coventry Cathedrals.  He is an Architect Accredited in Building Conservation, a member of the Ecclesiastical Architects and Surveyors Association (EASA), the Cathedral Architects' Association, the IHBC and the Ecclesiastical Society.  

Bruce Deacon was appointed to the DAC in 1999.  He has much experience of the practicalities of caring for and repairing churches in addition to building extensions, installing WC facilities and encouraging PCCs to undertake regular maintenance jobs.   He is a member of the EASA and specialises in working with historic buildings, whether they are for secular or church use.
Tony Fleming was appointed as English Heritage nominee to the DAC in 1993.  In his role as an Inspector of Ancient Monuments, he is responsible for assessing monuments and buildings of national importance and promoting their protection, investigation and management.  He has advised and been closely involved in the management of the recording, analysis, repair and conservation of a wide range of historic landscapes, ancient monuments and historic buildings, including many displayed to the public by English Heritage.
Ann Knight has lived in the Diocese for over thirty years and has experience of rural and town parishes.  In that time she has been involved with fund-raising for many different church projects including the installation of three pipe organs and major tower repairs. 

She was appointed to the Committee in 1993 and brings wide experience of music in churches together with understanding of the challenges posed by using the space in church buildings to their fullest and most beautiful advantage.  She is also a Biologist and has found this very useful in dealing with various “rots” as well as exploring churchyards!  

Her touchstone in looking at suggested work in churches remains “is what is proposed worthy?” but the practicalities of having pews, maintaining churchyards and providing WCs are also close to her heart
Brian Lee is the DAC’s longest-serving member; he was Vicar of Spratton until his retirement and a former Rural Dean of Brixworth.  He convenes and arranges a large number of site visits to churches every year.  These are an important part of the Committee’s exploration of proposals with PCCs.  Those who visit churches do not offer advice on the spot but listen to what the PCCs are saying and then report back to the whole Committee at its next meeting.  This means that PCC members have the opportunity to feed in their ideas and hopes at an informal level as well as through correspondence.
Tony Redman MA B Sc FRICS IHBC is a conservation accredited Chartered Building Surveyor and a non-stipendiary assistant priest, based in Suffolk. He has served as president of the Ecclesiastical Architects and Surveyors Association, chairman of the RICS conservation group and as vice chairman of the Council for the Care of Churches during which time he edited the last edition of “A Guide to Church Inspection and Repair”. As surveyor he is concerned about the quality of building work in churches, and as priest he is concerned with the balance between contemporary use of church buildings and maintaining a sense of the “spirituality of place”. His passion is for abstract art which was the subject of the thesis for his master’s degree in Pastoral Theology awarded in 2005. He is surveyor of the fabric to St Edmundsbury Cathedral, serves on Westminster Abbey Fabric Advisory Committee and looks after churches spread across seven dioceses in England and the rest of Europe
Helen Weatherall Dip Arch RIBA FRSA AABC was born in Coventry, educated in architecture in London and has been involved with the care of churches for over twenty-five years as a church architect.  She is approved under the Inspection of Churches measure to undertake quinquennial inspections for five different Dioceses.  She is also an architect advisor to Lincoln DAC and Lincoln Redundant Churches Uses Committee. She was the 1998-9 President of the Ecclesiastical Architects and Surveyors Association (EASA) and is an Architect Accredited in Building Conservation (AABC). She is a Liveryman of the Worshipful Company of Masons. She believes that there is an obtainable balance between conservation and the need for churches to be living places for worship and meeting today.
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