Peterborough DAC

VAT and the Memorials Grant Scheme

Guidance Note


The Department of Culture Media and Sport has announced that it is accepting applications to the Memorial Grant scheme.
This is the scheme which the Chancellor of the Exchequer announced in the March 2005 Budget.  It returns in grant aid the amount of VAT incurred in the construction, renovation and maintenance of memorials on or after 16th March 2005.  Invoices spanning works before and after 16th March 2005 can be submitted, but only the element incurred on or after this date will be refunded.  There is no minimum or maximum limit on the amount reclaimable.
The purpose of the scheme is to recognise the social value of memorials, and it therefore applies to memorial structures in the form of statues, monuments and similar constructions, which:
· are solely for the purposes of commemorating people, events or animals; 
· bear a commemorative inscription; and 
· meet a public access test of a minimum of 30 hours a week. 

Structures with a dual purpose are not eligible under the scheme (e.g. a memorial bench or playground). Stained glass windows, although dual-purpose, are eligible. Also excluded from the scheme are memorial gardens and trees, which are not structures capable of construction or renovation, although minor landscaping and planting undertaken in the course of memorial construction will generally be eligible. Private expressions of remembrance, such as headstones, are not covered by the scheme.
The Government has made proposals to the European Commission for a permanent reduced VAT rate to be charged on memorial construction, renovation and maintenance. The cost of professional fees is also included. The Memorials Grant Scheme is a temporary measure. It will operate until 2011 unless agreement is reached sooner on a permanent reduced rate. The scheme is being administered by DCMS for the whole of the United Kingdom. 
Further details of the scheme may be found at: http://www.memorialgrant.org.uk/index.htm
Or you can contact the scheme administrators at: 
Memorials Grant Scheme, PO Box 609, Newport NP10 8QD,South Wales, 
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