Peterborough DAC

Seats in churchyard
Guidance note
Policy
Permission is required to allow the placing of a seat of any sort in a churchyard or the area around a church building.  The type of permission depends on the design of the seat proposed.

Conventional wooden seats 
If the PCC or a private individual wishes to put a wooden garden seat of conventional design, with or without an inscription, into the churchyard, a full faculty will not be required because the Archdeacon is able to authorise such seats.  The seat should be solidly constructed, with a natural wood finish, fitted and secured against theft. 
In such a case, the PCC or individual should write to the Archdeacon asking if s/he is willing to authorise the installation.  

The following information should be sent to the Archdeacon in support of the application:- 

1. A sketch plan of the churchyard showing the proposed location (if you can attach a photograph that  is a great help).
2. Details of the seat including, if possible, a photograph or reasonably accurate sketch.
3. Information about how the seat is to be secured.
4. If there is to be an inscription or memorial plaque, details of the text, style of lettering and type of plaque, as appropriate.

5. If the proposal is from a private individual, an indication of the PCC’s view of the matter would be of help; this need not be a formal PCC Minute – an email or telephone call may be more appropriate.

All other types of seat or bench
If anything other than a standard wooden seat is proposed, either in style or material, a faculty application will need to be made.  The information listed above should be sent to the DAC office for consultation before a faculty application is made.
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