Peterborough DAC

Memorials and plaques in church buildings

Guidance note

Policy
A Faculty is required for the installation of a memorial.  Usually the person applying for permission to place a memorial is a private individual but sometimes a PCC acts as the petitioner.  The DAC is involved in the application process in considering the appropriateness of the proposal in the context of the church building itself.  However, whatever the DAC’s advice on the matter, the decision about whether a Faculty will be issued rests with the Chancellor.  

The legal principle relating to memorials can be found in the Chancellor’s Legal Summary, Section III, page 23, paragraph 17:  (All benefices have a copy of this Summary in an A5 ring binder, held by the Incumbent. Lost copies can be replaced through the Communications Dept in the Diocesan Office, Peterborough)

Some issues to be considered

· Faculties for any memorial or plaque are only be granted in exceptional cases.  

· Normally the person to be commemorated should have rendered outstanding service to the church and/or the community (local or national).  The circumstances relied upon should always accompany the petition.  

· In view of the special requirements for such memorials, it will be appropriate if the inscription (so far as possible) discloses “something of the outstanding service that has been rendered by the deceased.”

The DAC’s role in advising the Chancellor.
In the past some memorials have been considered over a period of months, designs and inscriptions modified and location of fixing debated only to find that, in the end, a Faculty cannot be issued. The Committee now tries to avoid such difficulties since application for a memorial is always a very sensitive matter and the DAC is aware of the pastoral and personal involvement that lies behind a proposal to commemorate an individual or group within a church building.  
In order to minimise any possible difficulties the DAC advises that the PCC, or private petitioner, draws up a draft proposal for the memorial, explaining what makes the individual/s to be commemorated exceptional.  This information should be sent to the DAC for preliminary consultation with the Chancellor.  The idea behind this process is to find out whether the Chancellor will be likely to issue a Faculty in a particular case.  

If the Chancellor indicates that he may well be happy to approve the proposals the DAC then advises on the details of the memorial itself.  This means that the petitioner and DAC do not spend a lot of time and discussion on a memorial which the Chancellor is unlikely to permit in the end.  More importantly, it reduces the level of stress and emotional upset imposed upon the relatives of the deceased

Information which the DAC will require prior to a Faculty application

· A biographical paragraph explaining the exceptional contribution made by the deceased

· A plan of the church showing where any existing memorial/s are sited and the proposed location of the new memorial

· A photograph showing the proposed position

· Outline information about the size, material and design for the memorial

· A draft inscription for the proposed text on the new memorial.

Once this information is to hand the Committee will be able to consult the Chancellor and then offer advice to the PCC.

Further information

The DAC holds information about individual artists and craftsmen who have designed memorials which have been erected in church buildings.  Advice is also available from Memorials By Artists, a charitable trust which seeks to help people who want to commission memorials to find the most appropriate artist/craftsman to design and create an appropriate work of art.  Leaflets and illustrations of work done under the auspices of Memorials By Artists are available from the DAC office or you can visit the website:  www.memorialsbyartists.co.uk
Wider consultation

· It is possible that English Heritage or other bodies will need to be consulted about proposals.  If the DAC believes that this is the case the PCC will be advised early on in the consideration of the work.  The DAC will do its best to help the PCC to achieve good communication with whatever bodies have to be involved.  The consultation may only require correspondence but in some cases a site meeting will need to be convened.  Occasionally the DAC will not advise consultation at the outset but the Chancellor will require it when the faculty application is made, however such cases are very rare.

· The DAC may wish to seek advice from its monuments or other advisors or the Council for the Care of Churches.

If you have any queries about this or would like to talk it through please telephone the DAC office.  The Committee is deeply conscious of the delicate nature of this sort of proposal and will do its best to be sensitive to the feelings of all those involved in the application.
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