New Legislation
The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 came into effect in October 2006.  Its provisions apply to all buildings other than single domestic buildings.  Its provisions apply to church buildings – there are no exceptions.
The principal means of compliance is by carrying out a Fire Risk Assessment – Fire Certificates are no longer used.  
Each site or building must appoint a “Responsible Person”, who carries out the Fire Risk Assessment and oversees the conduct of fire safety measures.  In large organisations, the Responsible Person should appoint “Competent Persons” to assist in the day to day implementation and monitoring of fire safety issues.  For most churches this can be one and same person.

The legislation requires that “reasonable and practicable” fire safety precautions be taken.

It is important to note that fire certificates no longer apply.

What do PCCs need to do?

· Appoint a “Responsible Person” and, in a large organisation, one or more “Competent Persons” to assist;

· Carry out a Fire Risk Assessment of all buildings and open air meeting sites and write down your conclusions on the physical and management changes needed to make the building(s) comply with legislation (see below for clear guidance on how to carry out a Fire Risk Assessment);
· Note that third parties (e.g. hirers and occasional users) are responsible under the new legislation for their own fire safety.  It is important that churches liaise with organisers of such groups and make clear to them the fire safety arrangements.  If there are regular users, such as play groups, they should be advised to appoint a “Responsible Person” who can liaise with the church’s “Responsible Person”.
· Put up sensible signage to clearly indicate emergency exits.
How to carry out a Fire Risk Assessment

The Department for Communities and Local Government has published guides to carrying out risk assessments and the legislative requirements for a range of buildings and activities.  These guides can all be downloaded free of charge in pdf file format from:

www.firesafetyguides.communities.gov.uk
Please note that each guide is between 100 and 200 pages long, but you may not need to print out the whole document.
The majority of church buildings will normally be straightforward to assess, but if after reading the relevant Guide, you are in any doubt on how to apply the guidance, or have a particularly complex building or site, it may be necessary to take specialist advice.  This could be your church architect or a local fire safety officer.

Fire Extinguishers

Every church needs some fire fighting equipment, which should be inspected annually.  There are, of course, a variety of types of extinguisher, each suitable for particular cases (see table below) and these should be sited in reasonably prominent positions, not hidden behind curtains.
The minimum number for any church is TWO portable fire extinguishers – a water one for organic materials such as wood and paper, and a carbon dioxide one for electrical fires.

	TYPE
	ADVANTAGES
	DISADVANTAGES

	Water
	Most effective agent for extinguishing organic materials and easiest to use
	Must never be used in fighting petrol, oil or fat fires – it is both dangerous and ineffective
Also inappropriate for electrical fires, since an electrical shock can occur

	Carbon Dioxide
	Suitable where electricity is involved.
Leaves no residue, so no additional damage
	Much less effective that water against fires in organic materials

	Dry powder
	
	Can result in extensive damage to organs and building fabric
DO NOT USE IN CHURCH

	Foam
	Suitable for use in dealing with fires of oil or other flammable liquids 
	Not to be used on electrical equipment, as high risk of electrical shock


It is suggested that the following guideline may help to establish how many and what type of extinguishers are needed:

Medium sized church:
3 water (organ – 1 carbon dioxide)

Boiler House:  solid fuel fired boiler 
– 1 water



Gas fired boiler         
- 1 dry powder



Oil fired boiler 

 - 1 foam (where electricity can be switched off)

  -1 dry powder (where not)

Kitchen:  1 fire blanket, plus foam or carbon dioxide
Electrical equipment:  1 carbon dioxide

Tower ringing room:  1 water; 1 carbon dioxide

Further recommended reading

Ecclesiastical Insurance – Guidance Notes (Church – Fire)
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