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Lay Rector – Interim Position Statement

Since the introduction of state aid for churches in 1977 English Heritage and its predecessor body, by agreement with the Church of England, has considered chancel repairs where there is a lay rector to be outside the scope of grant aid. This is on the grounds that grant was reserved for costs for which the congregation was responsible and where it could demonstrate financial need. This would not be the case where a lay rector had the liability to carry out repairs.

In 2003 the House of Lords upheld the right of a Parochial Church Council (Aston Cantlow PCC) to seek the cost of repairs to the chancel from a lay rector. The Church of England is currently preparing legal advice for parishes about the registration and enforcement of chancel repair liability.

Under the RGPOW scheme English Heritage/Heritage Lottery Fund will continue to rule out grant aiding chancel repairs where there is a lay rector. Where this responsibility covers only a percentage of the costs, then that percentage falling to the congregation to fund will be considered in the normal way. 
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