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Bats and Churches

A guidance note


Bats and churches

Bats have been associated with church buildings for hundreds of years and, as the landscape has changed in recent decades, these habitats have become even more important to bat populations.  Whilst many church congregations are well aware of a local bat colony, in some churches their presence may not be so apparent, but the likelihood is that in most ancient churches there is some bat activity.

Bats are a European protected species and it is an offence to cause disturbance or harm to bats and their roosts, whether the roosts are occupied or not.  Where work is likely to cause disturbance, it is important, therefore, that early advice is taken and measures put in place in order to minimise or avoid any impact.

The vast majority of works to the fabric of churches can proceed without delays and additional costs provided that three general rules are followed:
· Arrange for a survey – find out whether bats are present in the church and if planned work will have an impact

· Consider timing of the work – early survey will allow plans to be put in place to ensure that work is carried out at the optimum time to avoid disturbance of any bat colony
· Ensure best practice – following the guidance given by the survey report
Bats and the law

All species of bats and their breeding sites or resting places are protected by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010.  It is an offence to intentionally or recklessly kill, injure or deliberately disturb a bat or its roost, whether the roost is in use or not.  It is also an offence to obstruct access to a roost.
Survey and advice

As soon as a building project is being considered that might affect bats, the parish should contact Natural England’s helpline and ask for advice on how to proceed.  This will normally involve a local volunteer bat roost visitor coming to the church to carry out a survey.  Natural England operates a national service throughout England, which is free to churches.  Whilst internal surveys for droppings and other evidence can be conducted at any time of year and can be helpful, more informative surveys are best carried out when bats are more active, from May to September, so parishes should allow for this in scheduling their work and where possible initiate surveys in the early spring.   
Surveys can be arranged by contacting the following organisations:

	Region
	Helpline number

	Northamptonshire and Rutland
	Bat Conservation Trust 0845 1300 228

	Soke of Peterborough
	Bat Conservation Trust 0845 1300 228


After conducting the visit the volunteer bat roost visitor will report back to the Bat Helpline and an advice letter will be sent from Natural England providing practical advice on how to proceed.  The advice must be adhered to by all involved, and it is the responsibility of the PCC to communicate that advice to all whom they employ or use as volunteers.  This letter must be attached to the faculty petition and, if available at the time, should be copied with other papers when the PCC makes application to the DAC.
Works that might affect bats

The following checklist cannot be exhaustive and is intended to be indicative of the range of works which can have an impact on bats.  Some of the work may not require Faculty permission and so may not involve the DAC.  However, that does not absolve the PCC from the procedures protecting bats – this is still a requirement, whether a Faculty is needed or not.  For many of these situations methods can be devised that add little to the cost of a project so long as the modifications are planned for early on.  The PCC’s professional advisor can help in devising these modifications.
	Works
	Comments

	Work to doors and porches
	Both porches and ancient doors and door frames may be used as roosts as well as points of access for bats

	Roof repairs
	Even minor repairs such as re-hanging slipped tiles can have an impact and should be carefully planned.  Major roof works pose one of the biggest threats to bat roosts and survey is essential

	Re-pointing and render repairs 
	Bats may use cracks to roost in and occasionally these cracks may be access routes into the building.  

	Water goods, repair or replacement
	As with re-pointing, gaps need to be checked before rainwater goods are removed and when mortaring up around any replacements

	Lighting
	Care needs to be taken that interior lighting is not directed at roosts; any floodlighting scheme must ensure that bats are not affected

	Timber treatment
	Natural England advice will supply a list of approved chemicals and advice on their application.

	Scaffolding
	Scaffolding poles, planks and screening materials can all block access points
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