Peterborough DAC

The appointment of architects and surveyors;  Conservation Accreditation and English Heritage 

Guidance note

Change in English Heritage requirements

From April 2003 PCCs seeking English Heritage grants for works to their church buildings have had to meet English Heritage’s requirement that the PCC engage a competent professional with appropriate conservation knowledge, ability and experience.  

From April 2003 architects involved in projects that are subject to grant applications have been required to have conservation accreditation under the Architects Accredited in Building Conservation register.  Surveyors are subject to similar standards under the RICS Conservation Accreditation scheme.  Anyone without either additional qualification will have to contact EH on an individual basis to establish whether or not EH considers them an appropriate person to design, specify and inspect the proposed works.

Implications for DAC’s Approved Lists

Many parishes wish their Inspecting Architect to prepare both the Quinquennial Report and supervise works arising from it.  DACs have consistently encouraged this relationship between inspections and subsequent work as a way of building a positive relationship between the parish and the architect/surveyor and ensuring best long-term care of the church building.  From April 2003 a PCC commissioning a Quinquennial Inspection and Specification for works arising from it from the same person will have to know whether or not that individual is acceptable to EH should a grant application for the works arise.

This means that DAC Approved Lists under the Inspection of Churches Measure 1955 (1991) now need to include an indication of whether or not the architects and surveyors are accredited under the AABC or RICS schemes.  It is part of the Advisory Committees’ duty to ensure that PCCs wishing to appoint architects and surveyors know whether individuals will be able to handle EH grant-aided projects.

Criteria for accreditation under RICS and AABC schemes

Whilst the AABC and RIBA schemes have slightly different criteria they are very closely linked.  Broadly, in both cases Interdisciplinary supervisory panels, including external examiners and peers are looking for:

· breadth of experience and skill

· proven quality of work

· awareness of conservation philosophies and principles demonstrated by personal involvement
· appreciation of client objectives
· knowledge of appropriate technical solutions, materials and workmanship
· positive approaches to research and recording
· respect for historic structures and understanding of handling problems in them
· good communication skills
· relevant scholarly memberships, postgraduate training and CPD
Applications require detailed accounts of five projects and a completed application form.  Details can be obtained from: 

RICS

12 Great George Street, Parliament Square, London SW1P 3AD tel 020 7222 7000

AABC

www.aabc-register.co.uk

The Registrar, AABC, 33 Macclesfield Road, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 2AF

01625 523784

DAC’s advice to architects and surveyors

EH has made it plain that only architects and surveyors who have conservation accreditation will be allowed to supervise EH grant-aided works on church buildings.  In view of this the DACs of the Eastern Region encourage architects and surveyors to obtain accreditation from AABC (PA category) and RICS so that PCCs can be confident that any grant applications they make will not be held up because their architect or surveyor is not acceptable to EH.

The DACs of the Eastern Region are confident that architects and surveyors on the Approved Lists will want to achieve accreditation.  PCCs have, by and large, been served well and our church buildings constructively cared for under your professional guidance.  The DACs are sure that those architects and surveyors with a passionate commitment to keeping up with research and developing through CPD will want to pursue accreditation.  
Jointly agreed by the Diocesan Advisory Committees of Chelmsford, Ely, Lincoln, Norwich, Peterborough, and St Edmundsbury & Ipswich

With thanks to Tony Redmond RICS and Helen Weatherall RIBA 

November 2002; re-issued July 2006

